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arisen. But, like the purposes of the world-spirit in everlasting self-disaccord, this hope could only be born in the bloodiest strife, and agony infinite, and fertilizing hatred and war. This is the true import of that long conflict which begins with the Schmal-kaldic League and only ends on the battlefields of Tilly and Wallenstein, Gustavus Adolphus, Bernhard of Saxe Weimar and Torstensen. Rome no longer a guide, Germany was torn by the violence of furious heresies, from which sprang the wild secret orgies of the Black Mass, and that subterranean literature of which the " De tribus Impostoribus " is a sign.
" The seventeenth century flung oft Rome; the eighteenth undermined Galilee itself; Strauss completed the task that Eichhorn began ; and with the opening of the twentieth century, Germany, her long travail past, is re-united to her pristine genius, her creative power in religion and in thought.
" And what is the religion which, on the whole, may be characterized as the religion of the most earnest and passionate minds of young Germany ? What is this new movement ? The movement, the governing idea of the centuries from the fourteenth to the nineteenth, is the wrestle of the German intellect not only against Rome, but against Chris-tianism itself. Must Germany submit to this alien creed derived from an alien clime ? Must she for ever confront the ages the borrower of her religion, her own genius for religion numbed and paralysed ?
" Hence the significance of Nietzsche. Kant compromises, timid and old ; Hegel finds the Absolute Religion in Christianity ; Schopenhauer turns to the